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MINUTES OF  THE 22nd  MEETING OF LIBERTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL  held  at 7 pm  Monday the 28th of March 2011  in the Small Hall,  

Liberton Kirk Halls , Kirkgate, Edinburgh. 

I   Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting 

 II   Apologies 

Apologies were received from The Hon Ian Murray MP, Councillor Conor Snowden, Councillor Tom 

Buchanan, Councillor Norma Hart, Dr Alexandra Hardie, Mr Michael Rae, Mrs Caro Wilkinson,Mr 

John Wilkinson, Ms Su Millar. 

III Sederunt 

Mr Alex Scott (Chairman), Mr Chris Hampton (Interim Secretary), Dr Peter Schwarz, (Treasurer), Mr 

David Hurst (Planning Convenor),   Councillor Bill Cook, Mr Stuart Fleming  (Nominated Member),  PC 

John Graham (Community Safety Team), Mr Graham Samuel (Elected member),  Mr  Tom Brown 

(Visitor), Mr Stewart Laird (Support Officer, CEC) 

IV  Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28
th

 February 2011 were approved: Proposer:    Stuart 

Fleming   Seconder : David Hurst 

V   Chairman’s Report 

(1) After School Club.  Royal Blind School   Sandra Salvesen, a member of the School Board, had been 

exploring the idea of running an ‘After School’ Club either at the Craigmillar Park or Canaan Lane 

campus of the Royal Blind School.  No decision had yet been reached on this proposal. 

(2) Alex had attended the demonstration in London against the cuts in funding and warned the 

meeting of the direct attack, in particular, on the benefits of older citizens   He mentioned that 

heating allowances were to be reduced for those over the age of 70. 

(3) He drew attention to the issue of guide dogs for the blind being attacked by unleashed and 

aggressive dogs.  He considered that the responsibility for this behaviour rested with the owners.  

He enquired if legislation existed protect guide dogs and to prosecute dog owners who permitted 

such behaviour. 

VI    Secretary’s Report 

A copy of the report had already been circulated by e-mail and copies circulated at the meeting.   Chris  

read out a summary of the  report.  

VII  Police Report 

(1) John provided statistics on rates of successful  prosecution for offences in the Howdenhall area . 

He stated that conviction rates were a matter for the Courts, not the Police, to record.  

(2) In the three Howdenhall police beats the year-to-date rates of solvency were variable from 37% 

to 75% , according to the time scale and the  nature of the offending behaviour.  Incidents were 

classified in order of the seriousness of the offences..  There were five groups of offences, the 

most serious being classed as 1, the least as 5. 

(3) David asked about the use of ASBOs in reducing offending rates and suggested that the issue of 

them, if not excessive, acted as a positive deterrent. A member pointed out that in England it 

appeared that receiving one was now seen, in certain communities as being a badge of honour!  
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It was further pointed out that ASBOs could not be issued to anyone under the age of 16.  It was 

suggested by one speaker that the issuing of ASBOs had a good purpose to serve in the war 

against terrorism. 

(4) Parking issues around Gracemount Primary School were being looked into at this present time. 

(5) Complaints with respect to intimidating behaviour by youths at the Gracemount shopping centre 

had fallen by two-thirds. 

(6) John was asked by Tom  to define the meaning of a ‘red light violation’ in the context of the 

report by a Council sub-committee on the need (or otherwise) of a filter on the East-West axis of  

the Kaimes junction.  Tom related a personal experience of being fined £60.00 for a violation of 

that kind. 

(7) David stated that filters could be operated at rush hour periods and switched off at other times. 

(8) John requested that the Council put questions to the Team in advance of the meeting in  order 

that police reports could focus on relevant matters of direct concern to the Community  

(9) The Chairman thanked John for his attendance and his report. 

VIII. Planning Report 

(1)  Burdiehouse and Alnwickhill Grove to follow. 

(2) David drew attention to the issue of the underground 275 Kilovolt power cable running through 

the proposed extension to the Braid Hills Driving Range.  He suggested that its presence might be 

hazardous to livestock   its path could be easily determined as it ran in a straight line. 

(3) Tesco’s were undertaking a development on Captain’s Road , the former ‘Marmion Inn’    There 

was or could be an issue regarding main street parking.  This matter would be looked into by 

Councillor Cook. (ACTION : Councillor Cook)  

(4) The butcher’s shop in Liberton Gardens was closing.  Alex wanted to know who would be the new 

proprietor.   Mention was also made of the closing of the flower shop in Liberton. No information 

was available on future ownership of the premises. 

(5) Attention was drawn by Stewart to the poor state of vacant sites at Kaimes Junction and Little 

Road. The owners had a duty to maintain sites in good order. 

IX  Partnership Matters 

(1) Severe Weather Working Team.   At the Partnership meeting held on the 9
th

 of March in ‘Libertus,’ 

an informative presentation had been given on actions carried out at the time of the severe 

weather and plans being made to deal with similar events in the future.   A copy of the  

consultation report was sent to all members. 

(2) Stewart drew attention to two meetings with respect to (1) above.    A meeting was  to be held at 

the Neighbourhood offices at 6.30 pm on the 7
th

 of April 2011, catering, primarily,  for the east 

side of the Ward.  There would be a further meeting catering for the west side of the Ward at 7 

pm in ‘Libertus’  on Thursday, 21
st

 April, 2011. Given the limit on its available resources at the time 

of the severe weather.  Graham placed stress on the need to operate a ‘good neighbour’ policy 

Graham represented that ‘Clarence’ had done as well as could reasonably be expected, with 

respect to tose made virtual prisoners by the severe conditions, particularly the frail and elderly.  

He stated that much could be done by people themselves without the intervention of the Council. 
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(3)  It was thought to be useful , during such extreme conditions, to have communal  bags of grit 

placed by the Council on the premises of residents  who would be willing to share it with or 

distribute it to  neighbours. 

X  Treasurer’s Report 

The Net Balance excluding payments pending was £2327.48.  It was unanimously agreed to renew 

annual membership of the Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations Council (EVOC) amounting to £28.00.  

Payment pending:  £10.00 to Chris for cost of delivering questionnaires from Greenprint to the 

appointed distributor. 

XI  Other Reports 

 The ‘Friends of St Katharine’s Park’ (FOSKAP) were holding their Annual General Meeting on Monday, 

the 9
th

 of May 2011     Venue:  Conference Room, Neighbourhood Offices, 45, Captain’s Road, 

Edinburgh, EH17 8QF from 6 pm to 7.30 pm   It was hoped that as many members as possible might 

attend this meeting. 

XII A.O.C.B. 

(1)  Route changes.   The Chairman stated that there would be further alterations to bus timings and  

bus routes .  If further information was sought, he suggested members rang LRT 0131 555 6363. 

(2) Big Lunch.   Chris raised the subject of the ‘Big Lunch’ planned for early June 2011.  Peter stated 

that he considered the local street was the appropriate scale of such an event. 

(3) Chris asked if the Council could be relied on to support individual effort to run such an event. He 

was assured by Stewart that the Council would assist with organising such an event 

(4) Date of next meeting. It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the Council on Monday the 18
th

 

of March 2011 because the hall was not available on the 25
th 

of that month 

(5) It was agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting of LDCC on Monday, 23
rd

 May 2011. 

(6) Notice of the change of date for the monthly meeting and date of the AGM were to be circulated 

as soon as possible by the Secretary. 


