
LIBERTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORTS 2016 – 2017 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The post of Chairperson has been split between Jim Henry and Caro Wilkinson. 
 
Jim Henry stepped down prior to the elections in September 2016 and Caro 
Wilkinson was elected as the chairperson of the incoming Community Council in 
October 2016. 
 
Jim Henry’s Report - May to September 2016 
 
The AGM held in May decided that the existing office bearers, Jim Henry (chair), 
Mike Edwards (vice chair), Stewart Sandilands (secretary) and John Wilkinson 
(treasurer) should continue until the end of the Community Council three year 
term. 
 
The minutes of the Community Council are available on the web site and I have 
no desire to repeat what is there and have picked out a few key items. 
 
The attendance from Councillors dwindled in the last period of the Community 
Council and attendance of members dwindled as well. It was clear that a number 
of members would not stand for re-election and without a rallying call by myself 
just before the deadline, the Community Council may have not continued beyond 
the end of the three year term. However those interested rallied round and a 
new Community Council emerged in October. 
 
The sub committees, planning subcommittee apart, stuttered a bit but a merger 
of the Community Priorities and Environment sub committees resulted in the 
Community Priorities Survey being promoted and implemented. The 
communications subcommittee largely fell by the wayside due to lack of 
numbers. 
 
Community Council Activities 
 
Community wide Community Priorities Survey 
 
The start of the new Community Council year saw work continue apace on the 
survey. This was distributed during the life of the “old” Community Council. The 
results were not published until after the installation of the new Community 
Council. 
 
Consultations 
 
Ward Boundary Review 
 



The outcome of this exercise undertaken by the Boundary Commission saw part 
of City of Edinburgh Ward 16 moved into the adjacent ward but the area 
concerned was much smaller than had been initially proposed. Liberton is 
retained in the Ward name when the initial proposal had been to call the ward 
Gilmerton. Without any changes to the Community Council Boundary there will 
be councillors from two wards representing the Community Council area after 
May 2017. Thanks go to Peter Schwarz and Graeme Stewart for their hard work 
on this exercise.  
 
City of Edinburgh Local Development Plan 
 
The Reporter responsible for the Examination Reported on the Local 
Development Plan and there was a minor win for the Community Council. The 
Reporter accepted concerns about the timing of the development of Malbet Park 
/ redevelopment of the Bloodbank and did not allocate lands to the west of 
Liberton for development. The Reporter was not very supportive of the 
approved plans for Broomhills but did not delete the proposal from the Plan, an 
action they might have taken but for the planning permission issued in 2015. 
 
Planning Applications 
 
The planning sub group made submissions to few planning applications but in 
most cases City of Edinburgh Council paid little heed to the comments made by 
the Community Council. 
 
Attending Other Organisations 
 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils: Chair continued to represent the 
CC and give feedback on each meeting. 
 
Civic Forum: Chair continued to represent the CC and give feedback on each 
meeting. 
 
Neighbourhood Partnership: Community Council represented at most meetings. 
 
Licensing Forum: both John Wilkinson and Mike Rea took an active interest in 
this body and reported back regularly. 
 
Summing Up 
 
I ended my term as chairperson with the feeling that having passed on the views 
of the Community Council very little attention was paid by what the Community 
Council was saying on the behalf of those living in the area. There are the odd 
successes and, after all these years, the face of derision at my idea, L&DCC is 
being given spaces in bus shelter notice boards to provide publicity for the 
Community Council. I didn’t do it on my own and Norma Austin-Hart deserves 
L&DCC’s thanks for her part in the project. 
 



However, with all the downsides and odd upside I have a degree of satisfaction 
that, on many issues, Liberton&District Community Council has done its bit to 
ascertain and co-ordinate the views of people in the area. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who served with me on the outgoing Community 
Council, especially Stewart Sandilands who worked hard as Secretary and the 
members of the planning sub group, Peter, Marion and Mike, who gave me a hard 
time and kept me on track. Finally, I must mention Peter Schwarz, an aptly 
named (Petros – the rock) elder statesman of Liberton&District Community 
Council, who had to endure my girns about this that and the next with an 
unfailing air of positivity and upbeat source of wisdom for every occasion. 
 
Jim Henry May 2017 (Revised 13.5.2017) 
 
 
Caro Wilkinson’s Report – October 2016 to May 2017 
 
General comments: 
 
There was relief in October that between us we managed to pick the CC up, after 
a summer of what looked like mass defections – but we didn’t all defect. The new 
blood in the form of several keen new members was very welcome. We also 
acquired 3 new (or less new) co-opted members, who initially brought our 
numbers up to full complement. Sadly one of these soon fell by the wayside. 
 
Attendance at CC meetings: 
 
Over the last 6 months, most members have attended on a regular basis, 
including representatives of our Nominated Groups, but our Councillors could 
have done better! We were joined once by the p.a. of one of our MSPs. One or 
often two police constables have been at every single meeting, and we have had a 
few members of the public at every meeting. 
 
Purpose of the Community Council: 
 
Much time has been spent on figuring out how to publicise ourselves: if people 
know of our existence, we can be of more use to the community, acting as a 
conduit to the CEC.  We have also sought to find ways of achieving greater 
community engagement, discussing the possibility of Gala days, a regular 
newsletter, and street stalls. 
 
SUCCESSES: 
 

- the community priorities survey (carried out last September) - Amy 
Richards did an impressive analysis of this and gave us an excellent 
presentation at the November meeting 
 

- we have a new webmaster – our refreshed website  



(www.libertondistrict.org.uk) is becoming an increasingly useful tool; and 
we decided on a snailmail recipient (a post box with our name on it in the 
foyer of the Kirk Halls), and an email recipient 
(mail@libertondistrict.org.uk) 
 

- we have a new feature on our website – FAQs (4 so far). This is a pilot  
service which addresses the main issues to emerge from the community 
priorities survey. 

 
- we eventually came up with an LDCC logo and a poster giving the public 

basic information about the CC. It took many weeks to finalise! 
 

- we now have posters in 2 noticeboards in Liberton Park and 3 in St 
Katharine’s Park (this took a bit of negotiating), and also on the board 
outside the P.O. ALSO, after 2 years of nothing happening, CEC have finally 
displayed an A5 version of our poster in our 32-odd local bus shelters (to 
be verified). Thanks go to Jim Henry and former Cllr Austin-Hart for this 
little victory. 

 
- apart  from the very necessary Planning committee, the former “sub 

groups” were voted out in favour of short-term task and finish groups to 
tackle specific issues. This seems to be working well. 

 
- 2 brainstorming sessions were held in the chairperson’s house, on 5th 

December and 16th January, to continue the discussion of the survey 
results. These were part-business and part-social (with mulled wine etc) 
and went down very well, generating a wealth of ideas in a relaxed 
atmosphere and helping the CC to bond. As a result we were better able to 
begin to develop a programme of work. There was much discussion of a 
Gala day. 

 
Other successes: 
 

- the surface of Little Road now resembles a baby’s bottom 
- the burst water main in Liberton Brae was successfully repaired 
- the bank account is in credit despite £888 being spent duplicating the 

survey, distribution and the Freepost response. 
 
Police: the new policing structure is now implemented, with a smaller “ring-
fenced” community policing team of 8 officers covering S.E. Edinburgh & City 
Centre. Most types of crime have apparently decreased, and detection rates have 
improved. We were urged to fill in the online public survey. Areas of concern: 
enforcing the 20 m.p.h. limit; anti-social behaviour, and motorbike theft. 
Surgeries have been held in various venues. 
 
Ongoing activities: 
 

- developing the FAQ section of the website 
- acquiring more noticeboards, sponsored by shops and businesses 

http://www.libertondistrict.org.uk/
mailto:mail@libertondistrict.org.uk


- continuing promotion of our survey results, e.g. article in Evening News? 
- the first newsletter is in progress 
- Close your Street for Play initiative – a few local applications 
- Gala Day: some members to attend the Clermiston Gala before the May 

meeting, and report back on what may be feasible for our CC area 
- attempts to find out about “Transformation Edinburgh” 

 
Matters of continuing concern (some brought up by members of the public): 
 

- shortage of local G.P.s 
- Liberton High School – Fatal Accident Enquiry starting 5th June 
- fly-tipping near St Katharine’s Park 
- former Cllr Robson’s list: placement of bus stops, Frogston Rd; 

agreements for apprenticeships linked to the Broomhills; danger to 
cyclists at the Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae junction; Liberton Gardens and 
Little Road junction – inconsiderate parking causing reduced sight-lines 
for drivers 

 
Planning: 
 
LDCC has a committee which deals with planning, mostly on a delegated basis, and 

updates are given at each meeting. The members attend site meetings on occasion. It 

has commented on a few planning applications, all of which appear to have been 

approved despite our concerns, and has contributed to the Scottish Government 

Consultations (The National Planning Framework; "People, Places, Planning”). 

Details can be found on the website.   

 

Nominated Groups: 
 
Gracemount Community Project (GCP) – Steve Hendry reports regularly on open 
days etc, funding acquired for gardeners and equipment, and the involvement of 
Gracemount Primary School; and keeps the spotlight on the future of the whole 
site. Charitable status is being sought. 
 
SEECAT (South East Churches Acting Together) – Derek Jardine reports on 
activities and events, and LDCC has been invited to take part in Messy in the Park 
on 9th September in Inch Park 
 
FoSKaP (Friends of St Katharine’s Park) – This has been a Nominated Group 
since February, with Sandra Hendry as their rep. There is a new multi-gym in the 
park, and new bird and bat boxes; and there will be wild flower planting 
sessions, and a “wiggly bench”. A group of us also visited a permaculture garden 
in Bonnyrigg recently – a fascinating project. 
 
Liberton Association – this has opposed developments at 18 Liberton Brae and 
Burdiehouse; and they held an interesting meeting on 11th February with 
speaker Bruce Gittgings on the Hidden Places of Scotland. 
 
 



Speakers: 
 
We have had 2 speakers recently – on 27th March, Cllr Karen Keil came and 
expounded entertainingly and at length on the annual Clermiston Gala, a vast 2-
day affair which has been going for many years. This gave us a taste of the huge 
amount of work involved! And on 24th April Andrew Gallacher (Partnership and 
Information Manager, S.E. Locality Office) gave us a presentation on delivering 
SELIP (S.E. Locality Improvement Plan) which has given local people the 
opportunity to come up with our ideas for Edinburgh 2050, and also our top 
priorities for the next 5 years. 
 
Attendance at events and other meetings: 
 
-   a group of us attended a welcoming session for new (and less new) community 
    councillors in the City Chambers in December 
-   the chairperson attended the last 2 Neighbourhood Partnership meetings in 
    December and  March, the £iberton-Gilmerton Decides and the Community 
    Planning for People and Planet events in February 
-   Jim Hendry has attended all Civic Forum and EACC meetings (Edinburgh 
    Association of Community Councils) 
-  Graeme attended a police event, and Mike Rea one on parking issues 

 
To summarise: 
 
We are all volunteers, doing what we can for our community, within time 
constraints. I reckon the CC is currently in good shape, and hope that we can 
continue onwards and upwards. I would like to thank our great team who are 
beavering away in various capacities, and particularly Jim Henry for shouldering 
the Planning burden; Peter Schwarz and Tony Barry for managing our website so 
ably; Graeme Forbes for taking the minutes with such flair and commitment, for 
organising the FAQs and slaving with Derek Jardine on the logo and poster; John 
Wilkinson for gritting his teeth and continuing as Treasurer; Jean Fowler for 
fielding an absurd number of emails; and Amy Richards for her brilliant survey 
analysis, her work on the newsletter, and for being my Vice-Chairperson. 
 
Caro Wilkinson, 27th May, 2017    
 


