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MINUTES OF THE 21ST MEETING OF LIBERTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL  held  at 7 pm  Monday the 28th of February 2011  in the Small Hall,  

Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate, Edinburgh. 

I     Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting 

 II   Apologies 

Apologies were received from The Hon Ian Murray MP, Councillor  Conor Snowden, Councillor Tom 

Buchanan, Councillor  Bill Cook, Dr Alexandra Hardie ,  Mr Graham Samuel.  

III Sederunt 

Mr Alex Scott (Chair) ,  Mr Chris Hampton (Interim Secretary) , Dr Peter Schwarz (Treasurer), 

Councillor Norma Hart, Mr David Hurst (Planning Convenor),  Ms Su Millar,  Mr Michael Rae, Mr 

Stuart Fleming  (nominated member),  P/Sgt Cameron,  Mr John Wilkinson (Visitor), Ms  Margaret  

Campbell  (Visitor). 

IV  Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 31
st

 January 2011 approved: 

Proposed by:   Peter Schwarz      Seconded  by :  Su Millar 

V. Business Arising 

None 

VI Police Report 

(1)Statistics relating to crime incidents and general level of crimes In the area were provided.   A full 

analysis is not presented here.    However, the levels of crime were not significantly reduced or 

increased in February.   The rate of crime solvency stood at 49% in the Howdenhall sub-division.    

(2) There had been two reported incidents at which individuals had been apprehended in  Walter 

Scott Avenue, one on the 4
th

 and another on the 14
th

 of the month.  Test purchasing from retailers of 

alcohol had produced a 100% pass rate.   There is a current issue with anti-social behaviour in 

Ravenswood Avenue.     There had been no recurrence of similar disturbances at Stanedykhead.                                                                 

(3)  There had been a number of housebreaking incidents, primarily in well-to-do areas  such as 

Alnwickhill  Liberton Drive, Kirk Brae and Claverhouse Drive.  Even Liberton Kirk itself had been a 

target.   Most, but not all, incidents occurred in the early evening.   In connection with the  Church 

break-in, a youth had been arrested and charged.    Incidents of late-night knocking on doors had 

occurred in Liberton Drive. 

(4) Discussion arose as to the usefulness or otherwise of the deterrent notices placed on the doors of 

houses in the Mortonhall area.   These had been distributed a year ago to residents in the Mortonhall 

area but not elsewhere.   It seemed that such warnings were not legally enforceable,.   It was 

suggested that in the event of further trouble of this nature, contact should be made with David 

Robertson  (telephone number 0131 666 4222). 

(5) Cameron was thanked for his report  .   He left the meeting at 7.45 pm 

VII     Treasurer’s Report 

 (1)There was no change from the previous month in the balance (in the region of £3200 )

 (2) The Chairman and Secretary had been added as signatories 
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VIII    Greenpark 

(1)It seemed that advertising billboards and private notices fell under the same regulations  with 

respect to maximum/minimum wall heights.   

(2) The notion that the word ‘only ‘ be removed from the existing sign (so at to reading “Parking for 

Residents”) was rejected. It was, however, agreed that the GRA (Greenpark Residents Association ) be 

approached  in order to change the wording as follows : “Please Respect  Private Parking Areas”    

Norma agreed to take this proposal forward  on behalf of the Community Council.   (ACTION: Chris)  

IX     Edinburgh Compact 

Chris distributed information about the Edinburgh Compact (12 pages of A4)     He suggested that it 

might be  a useful  reference resource for obtaining details of voluntary organisations and activities in 

the Edinburgh area. 

X     Forthcoming meeting of the Liberton and Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership 

Norma drew attention to a meeting to be held at Libertus, Gracemount Avenue on  Wednesday the 

9
th

 of March between 6.30 and about 9 pm.   Amongst other matters, there would be a consultative  

update on actions being taken with respect to severe weather conditions 

Xi  Planning  

(1)David covered a number of matters . In particular he drew attention to the amount of preparation 

and planning that had occurred before the erection of 400 houses in the Newcraighall area. He 

suggested that the proposed ‘overspill’ development in Burdiehouse had not received the due 

preparatory care and attention of the former development.   (The appeal by the developers, regarding 

the latter was still pending)    

(2) He felt that the Preliminary Application Consultation process was not  very satisfactory in that , 

with respect to the Braid Hills Driving Range extension, no  written note was taken of the objections 

raised (refer to previous Minutes)     

(3)  He stated that as no other Community Councils existed,  in the South-East “wedge”, for planning 

purposes , the Community Council  should have its area of jurisdiction extended to cover the whole 

ward boundary 

(4) David mentioned a two-storey extension in Guardwell Crescent, and other proposed 

developments at in Liberton Gardens and Moredun Park Gardens.    No action was presently proposed 

on any of these. 

(5) Peter raised a point about the slowness in getting the weekly list from the Council website.   It 

appears that the lists are published on Tuesdays , but he had to wait until  Friday before getting the 

information. There appeared to be an understanding that Planning Convenors and elected officials 

would be made privy to the information before it appeared on the official Website.  

(Michael Rae made his apology and left the meeting at approximately 8.15 pm) 

XII     The Secretary’s Report 

(1) Chris  spoke about a meeting on the 4
th

 of February  held in “The Hub” which he’d attended on the 

subject of Timebanking.  It has been hosted by South Edinburgh Healthy Living  Initiative (hereinafter 

‘SEHLI’).   He reminded the meeting that the Liberton  Community Council (as was) had registered its 

interest and support for the concept. 
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(2) The original steering group had collapsed through re-location of all its members bar one.    He 

informed the meeting that a further meeting was being planned to take place  at 11 am on Friday 11
th

 

March at Libertus.   Officially, it was the AGM of the Volunteer Support Team Network but would 

include a talk by Emma Dempsey on the subject of the Timebanking project now being initiated 

through SEHLI. 

(3) Chris gave information about “The Gathering” sponsored by SCVO and taking place at the EICC  on 

Wednesday 23
rd

 and Thursday the 24
th

  of February .  Essentially it was, over the two dates, a day-long 

series of talks, workshops and seminars on every aspect of voluntary activity especially in the 

Edinburgh area.   It was hoped that members might wish to attend at least some of the sessions on 

either or both days. 

(4) Chris mentioned that he’d chaired the Kaimes Neighbourhood Forum meeting on the 17
th

 of 

February which had been attended by  Councillors  Buchanan, Cook and Snowden.  The Justice 

Minister, Kenny MacAskill had addressed the meeting and answered questions on a variety of topics 

related to public safety. 

(5)   Response sheets with regard to participation in local organisation by members.    He asked for the 

cooperation of members in completing them. 

XIII AOCB 

 Mention was made of the “Inner Tube” described by Chris Brace at the January meeting.  The 

secretary undertook to try and obtain copies of the “Underground” map which had appeared in the 

“Edinburgh Evening News” on the previous Friday.  (ACTION: Chris) 

 There being no further competent business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9 p.m. 

XIV  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Council is to take place on Monday the 28
th

 of March  2011. 


