
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

RESPONSE TO SPP REVIEW 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Liberton & District Community Council’s responses are made in relation to the sections of 

the existing SPP. 

Introduction 

Consider any new SPP should flag up guidance which depends on higher level guidance e.g. 

NPF etc by referencing sources of guidance. (para 2). Otherwise retain contents of paras 1 - 2 

The Purpose of Planning 

Retain paras 3 -  6.  

Core Principles 

Retain paras 7 – 10 with amendments to para 8 to place greater emphasis on the development 

plan led system as there are concerns that sites are being approved in the face of development 

plans.  

Development Plans 

Retain paras 10 – 11 however, para 11 should be amended to make it a specified requirement 

that the geographical areas referred to in any policy, especially in a Local Development Plan  

must be clearly depicted on that development plan. (This concern has arisen in the light of the 

Adopted City of Edinburgh Local Plan which refers to a specific requirement for housing 

land in the “Urban Fringe” without any delineation of the “Urban Fringe”. This approach 

would improve the transparency of the planning system.) (Relevant to SPP Paras 14. 

Relevant to 16 re resolving guidance via development management.) 

Preparation 

Retain para 12. Para 13 should be amended to make provision for ensuring that the 

transparency of the system is enhanced by ensuring that all submissions are readily available 

on line and there needs to be an added opportunity for those potentially affected by proposals 

put forward by others to make a response to the planning authority / Reporter. (It is accepted 

this may require a change to the Regulations.)   

Content 

Retain paras 14 to 17 subject to amendments suggested above. Also, re para 17, maps must 

be required to be of sufficient quality to clearly show boundaries of proposed development / 

policy coverage. 

Implementation, Monitoring and Review 

Retain paras 18 – 21. 

Development Management 

Retain paras 22 – 23 but add reference to this guidance being applicable to all decision 

makers including DPEA Reporters.  

Determining Planning Applications 

Retain paras 24 – 27 but expand para 27 to advise developers that they should not seek to  

make any offers of planning gain contributions which are not appropriate to a development. 

Enforcement 

Retain para 28 but add a reference to the powers in other legislation such as the 1997 Act 

which seek to secure environmental improvements (e.g.S179 1997 Act) and an increased 

responsiveness to concerns raised by local organisations such as Community Councils. 

Role of the Scottish Government 

Retain para 29.  

Appeals and Local Reviews 

Retain para 30. 

Community Engagement 

Retain paras 31 – 32 but para 32 requires to be amended to allow everyone to see all 

submissions on-line in response to draft development plans / main issues reports and to have 



the ability to make the plan preparation authority aware of concerns about proposals put 

forward by any third party.   

Sustainable Economic Growth 

Retain para 33. 

Sustainable Development 

Retain paras 34 – 40 however, the SPP must acknowledge that some forms of development, 

e.g. mineral extraction, must, by their very nature, will result in change to landforms and 

landscapes. 

Climate Change 

Retain paras 41 – 44. 

 

Subject Policies 

Economic Development 

Retain paras 45 – 48.  
Strategic Business Locations 

Retain paras 49 – 51, however, amendments are required to acknowledge that some sites may 

take longer to be fully developed than originally anticipated and that this should not be seen 

as an opportunity to develop them for other uses.  

Town Centres and Retailing 

Retain para 52.  

Network of Centres 

Retain paras 53 – 56.  

Improving Town Centres 

Retain paras 57 – 61. 

Sequential Approach 

Retain paras 62 – 65. 

 

HOUSING 

Retain para 66. 

Housing Requirements 

Retain para 67 – 69 however a reference to the need to make the process of calculating 

requirements transparent to all readers of the documents, especially Development Plans.  

Housing Land 

Retain paras 70 – 76, however, given the emphasis on sites being effective, development 

plans documentation should provide verification that sites identified in development plans are 

effective. Para 72 requires to be strengthened to ensure that a plan area requirement for years 

12 – 20 is unacceptable and the indication must clearly indicate the allocation on, at very 

least, for each constituent planning authority.  

Further, revisions are needed to address the following scenario. If after the preparation of a 

development plan (both Strategic and Local) and its approval for consultation or after the 

consultation but prior to the examination, there is a significant change in circumstances, that 

these changes should be fully considered by the preparing authority and consequential 

amendments fully debated in public prior to any consultation or examination. (This concern 

arises from the situation in the SESPlan area where development of a massive housing land 

allocation at the Edinburgh Waterfront now appears unlikely to proceed (See NPF2 

Monitoring Report paras 144 & 145). This appears, potentially, to have knock-on effects for 

other parts of the City of Edinburgh if there is need for replacement sites given the strategic 

scale of the site/s lost to housing land supply.)  

Location and Design of New Development 

There is in principle support for retaining paras 77 – 85 however other guidance as reduced 

the pressure on bringing forward brownfield sites by preventing any provision being made for 

windfall sites in the calculation of the delivery of housing land.  
 

Affordable Housing 



Retain paras 86 – 88. 

Other housing requirements 

Retain paras 89 – 90. 

 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Retain paras 92 – 96 but consideration needs to be given to restricting development in the countryside 

in less remote areas where extensions to smaller scale settlements small groups of houses / farm 

steading conversions could  be a more sustainable option. In addition there should be an expressly 

stated  requirement to ensure that new rural housing even a single house does not diminish the 

potential to extract minerals.  

Prime Quality Agricultural Land 

Retain para 97 and extend to make a requirement that topsoil from sites previously in agricultural use 

is reinstated in the gardens of new housing developments to facilitate vegetable crops. 

 

COASTAL PLANNING 
Retain paras 98 – 103. 

Fish Farming 

Retain paras 104 - 109 

 

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
Retain paras 110 – 112. 

Listed Buildings 

Retain paras 113 – 114. 

Conservation Areas 

Retain paras 115 – 117. 

Scheduled Monuments and Designated Wrecks 

Retain paras 118 – 119. 

World Heritage Sites 

Retain paras 120 – 121. 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

Retain para 122. 

Archaeology 

Retain para 123. 

Other Historic Environment Interests 

Retain para 124. 

 

LANDSCAPE AND NATURAL HERITAGE 
Retain paras 125 – 133 but perhaps this section could be amended to promote a review of the now 

aged Landscape Character Assessments and to also provide Landscape Capacity Guidance which 

would assist developers  and others to understand the capacity of the landscape in their area to 

accommodate various types of  development. Categories of development could include, for example, : 

urban development / housing, renewables, mineral operations, new woodland planning. This would 

provide positive guidance for prospective developers directing them to the most suitable areas and 

reduce much of the subjectivity that relates to evaluation of the value of landscapes. 

 

International Designations 

Retain paras 134 – 136. 

National Designations 

Retain paras 137 – 138. 

Local Designations 

Retain the principle of paras 139 – 141 but the selection of areas for protection by local designations 

should have a degree of compatibility throughout Scotland and should be based on objective rather 

than subjective evaluations.  

Protected Species 

Retain paras 142 - 145 

Trees and Woodland 

Retain paras 146 – 148 

 



OPEN SPACE AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

Retain paras 149 – 150  

Open Space Audits and Strategies 

Retain paras 151 – 155 

Playing Fields 

Retain paras 156 – 158 

 

GREEN BELTS 
Strongly support the retention of the paras 159 - 164 which provide guidance on Green Belt land. 

However, the guidance should be strengthened to prevent the release of any Green Belt sites for 

development unless the sites have been identified through the process of development plan 

preparation. L&DCC are concerned about the release of Green Belt sites as a result of the decision of 

a Reporter following the refusal of permission by the local planning authority which has implemented 

Adopted Local Plan policy. 

 

TRANSPORT 
Retain paras 165 – 170 should be retained but encouragement should be given to reducing traffic 

congestion by improved management of traffic controls (traffic lights) to keep traffic flowing.  

Through ticketing in towns should be facilitate the use of more than one bus for a single fare within a 

reasonable time period to encourage greater use of buses for commuting.  Better route and street 

signposting is require to avoid drivers getting lost and having to waste time and fuel trying to find the 

correct route.  

Parking Policies 

Retain paras 171 – 173.  The paras should be revised to make it a requirement that the availability of  

public parking spaces within cul-de-sacs / side streets in close proximity to bus routes and bus stops is 

clearly shown on the street name signs. This type of space could function as small scale park and ride 

facilities and offer off –bus route parking to improve traffic flow. 

Strategic Transport Network 

Retain paras 174 – 176.  

Airports and Seaports 

Retain paras 177 – 178.  

Freight 

Retain paras 179 – 180. 

Roadside Facilities 

Retain para 181. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Retain paras 182 – 186 however, amendments should be made to require thermal installations to 

secure the utilisation of what is currently considered to be waste heat (e.g. cooling water from waste 

to energy plants). [Whilst not directly related to renewable proposals the issue of waste cooling water 

from power stations should be evaluated as this would improve the efficiency of these operations.] 

Wind Farms 

Retain paras 187 – 191 subject to a revision which deletes references to wind farms in terms of energy 

output. What is a 20MW wind farm? Guidance should be set out in terms of the numbers of wind 

turbines of a specified height / output.   

Off-shore Renewable Energy Generation 

Retain para 192. 

Other Renewable Energy Sources 

Retain paras 193 – 195 but require biomass plants to ensure “waste heat” from cooling systems is 

fully utilised to secure optimum fuel efficiency .  

 

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE 
Retain paras 196 – 198. Additional advice to ensure that provision is made to prevent disruption to 

field drainage causing edge of settlement flooding.  

Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 

Retain paras 198 – 201. 

Flood Risk 



Retain Paras 202 – 203. Reference to addressing the issue of disturbance to field drainage should be 

added. 

Risk Framework 

Retain paras 204 - 205. 

Flood Protection and Flood Risk Management Measures 

Retain paras 206 - 207 

Landraising 

Retain para 208. 

Drainage and Culverts 

Retain paras 209 – 211. 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Retain paras 212 -  215. 

Locations for New Facilities 

Retain paras 216 – 220. 

Landfill 

Retain paras 221 – 224. 

 

MINERALS 
Retain paras 225 – 235. 

 

ON-SHORE OIL AND GAS EXTRACTION 
Retain paras 236 - 238 

 

SURFACE COAL MINING 
Retain paras 239 – 247. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE 
Retain pars 248 – 254. 

 

OUTCOMES 
Retain paras 255 – 257. 

 

GLOSSARY 
Retain Glossary  


