
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
SUBMISSION RE CONTENTS OF NPF3 
 
 

The Cities and their Regions 

Whilst Liberton & District Community Council (L&DCC) accepts that it is important to 
plan for City Regions it is of the opinion that the boundaries of the Edinburgh City Region 

is in serious need of review. The area merely includes the whole area of the constituent 

local authorities. L&DCC cannot accept that Edinburgh’s influence extends to include 
large tracts of the southern parts of Borders Council Area yet does not impinge on 

Falkirk and Kinross.  
 

Sustainable Growth 
L&DCC is supportive of there being an adequate supply of land for business and 

industrial development across Scotland, and that development plans must ensure that 
an effective supply of good quality serviced sites is maintained in the right locations to 

meet demand. However it is concerned that these sites are not being adequately 

protected against other forms of development. It is particularly concerning that, for 
example, Scottish Enterprise (SE) appears to actively support of other forms of 

development for short term benefit rather than retaining sites for a longer term, slower 
rate of development than originally forecast. An example of this is the Edinburgh 

Bioquarter Site in eastern Edinburgh where SE recently supported proposals for housing 
etc. NPF3 must place an emphasis ensuring that prime sites are protected even if the 

rate of anticipated development may have changed since the sites were identified. Re-
allocation of industrial land should only be supported for brownfield sites.  

 

The foregoing comments are applicable to NPF2 at Para 190 and comments about the 
Bioquarter in the Monitoring Report. 

 
The contents of NPF2 Para 76 require to be reiterated in NPF3 but extended to give 

protection to Green Belt sites from development unless the release of such sites can be 
fully justified through the development plan process and is the subject of public debate. 

 
With regard to NPF2 Paras 81 & 82 L&DCC is generally supportive of the sentiments 

expressed but NPF3 needs to provide some guidance on the development of individual 

properties in the countryside. This is not sustainable and will inevitably result in the 
sterilisation of mineral deposits contrary to SPP guidance. 

 
Vacant and Derelict Land 

L&DCC is supportive of the reuse of vacant and derelict land as mentioned at Para 89 in 
NPF2. These sites will only become attractive if the Greenfield options are constrained 

and NPF3 should place a stronger emphasis on these sites being identified in Local 
Development Plans and their being allocated to provide a range of uses including the 

meeting of employment and residential land needs.  

 
Edinburgh Waterfront 

L&DCC is concerned about the volte face which has taken place in respect of the future 
of this area as per expressed in NPF2 Para 187. The NPF2 Monitoring Report confirms 

that the scale of housing will be significantly reduced. This would not be a problem but 
for the fact the housing allocation became part of the established housing land supply 

and is identified as such in the emerging Strategic Development Plan (SESPlan). The loss 
of this very significant allocation will, potentially, have significant implications for the 

Edinburgh Green Belt if the replacement land is to be found within Edinburgh. It is 

regrettable that the changes to a major development set out in NPF2 should be have 
been accepted prior to the production of NPF3 especially as it has not been subject to 

public debate on the merits and implications of the change to NPF2. (The City of 
Edinburgh Local Development Plan Main Issues Report did have a question on the 

change of use but to the best of our knowledge the results of the consultation are not in 
the public domain.) 

 



The foregoing comments are applicable to any revisions to contents of NPF2 at Para 189. 

 

Protection of Green Belts 
Part of L&DCC’s area lies within the City of Edinburgh Green Belt. L&DCC is concerned 

that pressure for development within the period to be covered by NPF3 could have a 
significant effect on the City of Edinburgh Green Belt. Given the very important role 

Green Belts perform their status should be elevated to a National status with appropriate 
guidance included in NPF3. L&DCC is not suggesting that Green Belt should not be 

considered for development but it considers any releases should be only acceptable after 
a fully rigorous evaluation of options and public debate through the development plan 

process.   
 

Nov2012 


